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Standard Tour #3    (8 nights / 10 days) 
 

Day 1    
The Eucharist is bread for the life of the world.  ðJohn 6:51 
 

Depart via scheduled air service to Dublin or Shannon, Ireland. 
 
Day 2  Burren / Killarney (D) 
The Church was born of the paschal mystery.  For this very reason the Eucharist, which is in an 
outstanding way the sacrament of the paschal mystery, stands at the centre of the Churchõs life. (Lumen 
Gentium #7) 
 

Arrive in Dublin or Shannon.  Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to 
awaiting chartered motorcoach for a transfer through the Burren Region to the Cliffs of 
Moher, one of Irelandõs most spectacular sights. On a clear day, the views are tremendous.  
The Burren is a strange and unique region in Europe. òBurrenó means òlarge stonesó: in 
fact its name describes this impressive scenery perfectly well.  You will also discover the 
testimonies of its rich history thanks to countless castles and monastic ruins.  Visit Ennis 
Friary, founded between, 1240 and 1249.  Most of the present structure was completed in 
the 14th century with graceful five-section windows dating from the late 13th century and 
a McMahon tomb (1460) with alabaster panels depicting scenes from the Passion, 
including the Entombment of Christ. The friary was once one of Irelandõs great centres of 
learning, with over 300 monks in residence.  Continue to Killarney for Welcome Dinner 
and overnight. 
 
Renowned for its beauty, famed for the splendor of its scenery, Killarney is one of the world's best-loved 
tourist spots. Killarney (Cill Airne - The Church of Sloes) became a magnificent town around 1750 when 
the local magnate, Lord Kenmare, developed the tourist business and four major roads were built to the 
outside world. Killarneyõs present population is around 9,000 and the main economic base is tourism.  
 
Day 3  Killarney (B,D) 
The Eucharistic Congress logo reminds us of people òfrom every nation, race, tribe, and language (Rev. 7:9) 
being drawn together in Communion as ôOne Bodyó formed by faith in the person of Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of God, and the sacrifice he made upon the cross.  (www.iec2012.ie Congress Logo) 
 

Today enjoy a tour of the Ring of Kerry.  The Ring of Kerry (166km) is the most famous 
and panoramic route in Ireland.  The astonishing beauty of this large peninsula, Iveragh, 
comes from the great diversity of its scenery, which offers incessant contrasts. En route 
around the Ring, take in spectacular scenery - mountains, peat bogs, lakes and magnificent 
views of the Atlantic Ocean as one travels along the coast road. Leaving Killarney pass 
through Killorglin, famous for its Puck Fair, then to Glenbeigh where the cliff road affords 
panoramic views of the Dingle Peninsula and Dingle Bay. Continuing to Cahirciveen, youõll 
pass the birthplace of our National hero, Daniel OõConnell. Next, continue on through 
peat bogs to the town of Waterville. Continue to Sneem Village, famous for its brightly 
coloured houses. The road then continues through the mountains to Molls Gap and Ladies 
View with superb views of the famous Lakes of Killarney.  Return to Killarney for balance 
of the day at leisure.  Evening dinner and overnight.  Possible concert as part of the 
American Celebration of Music in Ireland. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Day 4  Killarney / Cashel / Kilkenny (B,D) 
The faithful departed are not just people who have died and for whom we might grieve òlike the pagans doó 
(1 Thess.4:13).  They are people who, because they were nourished by the Eucharist, will live forever (Jn.6). 
 

Transfer to Kilkenny via Cashel.  Visit the Rock of Cashel.  The Rock of Cashel is one of 
Irelandõs most spectacular archaeological sites. In the middle of a grassy plain, on the 
outskirts of Cashel a huge lump of limestone bristling with ancient fortifications rises up. 
Today, impressive stone walls enclose a round tower, a cathedral, a 12th-century 
Romanesque chapel and high crosses.  Also visit Holy Cross Abbey.  The first Cistercians, 
aiming at a hidden and silent life, drew up a simple rule. The monasteries were to be in 
remote places and the monks were to be self-supporting through working the monastic 
lands themselves, hence a sizeable estate was needed.  Continue to Kilkenny for dinner and 
overnight. Possible concert as part of the American Celebration of Music in Ireland. 
 
Kilkenny is considered by many to be second only to Dublin in its attraction for visitors. Its narrow winding 
streets lend it an atmosphere of old world charm; its terraces of handsome Georgian houses give it elegance; 
and with all this it is a busy modern town and market center for a fertile agricultural area. 
 
Day 5  Kilkenny / Kildare / Dublin (B,D) 
God is a communion of life and love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We are constantly being drawn into 
that communion of love by Godõs action.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1244) 
 

Transfer to Dublin via Kildare.  Here we will visit St. Brigidõs Cathedral.  St Brigid, a 
companion to St Patrick, was born of noble birth.  She left the comfort of palace life and 
founded a religious centre, which was  shared by nuns and monks. Todayõs cathedral 
contains a restored fire-pit. The origional fire  had been kept burning from the foundation 
of the site  until the dissolution of the monastery in 1537.  This fire-pit was tended only by 
virgins over the age of 30 and was out of bounds to males.  Also visit the National Stud 
and Japanese Gardens.  The lands around Kildare have been associated with the breeding 
of horses since 1300, when it is likely that horses used for battle were bred here for the 
Knights of Malta. In 1900, lands were purchased from a local farmer by Colonel William 
Hall-Walker, who later became Lord Wavertree.  Interested in breeding horses he turned 
the land into one of the best studs in Europe.  Planned to symbolize the life of Man, the 
gardens are now of international renown and are acclaimed as one of the finest gardens in 
Europe.  Continue to Dublin for dinner and overnight. 
 
Dublin is Irelandõs capital and its largest, most cosmopolitan city. It wasnõt before the Viking raids of the 
9th century that Dublin was fully established. The ôboom yearsõ came in the 18th century and the city 
expanded across the river forming a new Dublin of stately squares, streets and Georgian mansions. Today, 
with its elegant Georgian streets, gregarious inhabitants and over one thousand years of history, itõs little 
wonder Dublin is a city of writers. 
 
Day 6  Dublin (B,D) 
Let all be received as Christ. (The Rule of St. Benedict) 
 

Enjoy a panoramic tour of Dublinõs highlights including St. Stephenõs Green, South Bank, 
College Green, Merrion Square, Liffey Footbridges, Grafton Street, Temple Bar, 
OõConnell Street, Phoenix Park, etc.  Entrance is included to Trinity College, which is 
Irelandõs oldest university. It was founded by Queen Elizabeth I in 1592 on grounds 
confiscated from a monastery. Trinity Collegeõs official name is the University of Dublin, 
although it is popularly known by the name of its sole college. The highlight of the tour 
will be a view of the Book of Kells, which dates from AD 800, making it one of the oldest 
books in the world.  Also visit Christchurch Cathedral.  Afternoon at leisure.  Evening 
dinner and overnight.  Possible concert as part of the American Celebration of Music 
in Ireland. 



 

 

 

 

 
Day 7  Dublin / Glendalough (B,D) 
The Eucharist is the memorial of Christõs death AND resurrection.  As such, it does not just look back 
to a historical event, but also looks forward to the ultimate end of our humanity.  (www.iec2012.ie 
Congress Themes) 
 

Excursion to Glendalough and the Wicklow Mountains.  The steep wooded slopes of 
Glendalough the òvalley of the two lakesó harbor one of Irelandõs most atmospheric 
monastic sites ñ established in the 6th century.  Here we visit the Round Tower, 
Cathedral, St. Kevinõs Cross and Kitchen, and Gatehouse.  Also visit Powerscourt Garden, 
a magnificent example of aristocratic gardens from the 19th Century.  Return to Dublin for 
dinner and overnight. 
 
Day 8  Dublin (B,D) 
The Eucharist which every week gathers Christians together as Godõs family around the table of the Word 
and the Bread of Life, is also the most natural antidote to dispersion.  It is a privileged place where 
communion is ceaselessly proclaimed and nurtured. (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 36, also 43-45) 
 

Today enjoy the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of cultural programs, lectures, 
and workshops as part of the Eucharistic Congress.  Unique experiences of shared prayer 
will deepen oneõs Eucharistic spirituality. The entire pilgrimage has been building to this 
rich experience of shared faith and worship with the universal Church.  Evening dinner 
and overnight. 
 
Day 9  Dublin (B,D) 
It is Jesus who invites us to participate in the Eucharist as a mark of His love.  It is His Word that we 
listen to in the Gospel.  It is His Body and Blood that we receive.  It is in His name that we are sent out! 
(www.iec2012 Congress Themes) 
 

Enjoy a full-day taking part in the Eucharistic Congress events.  Evening Farewell Dinner 
and overnight. 
 
Day 10  Depart for home (B) 
Because the bread is one, we though many are one body, all of us who partake of the one bread.  In this way 
all of us are made members of His Body. (Lumen  Gentium #7) 
 

Transfer to Dublinõs International Airport for return flight.  Arrive home in the evening of 
the same day. 
 

 


