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Standard Tour #2    (7 nights / 9 days) 
 

Day 1    
The Eucharist is bread for the life of the world.  –John 6:51 
 

Depart via scheduled air service to Dublin or Shannon, Ireland. 
 
Day 2  Burren / Galway (D) 
The Church was born of the paschal mystery.  For this very reason the Eucharist, which is in an 
outstanding way the sacrament of the paschal mystery, stands at the centre of the Church‟s life. (Lumen 
Gentium #7) 
 

Arrive in Dublin or Shannon.  Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to 
awaiting chartered motorcoach for a transfer through the Burren Region to the Cliffs of 
Moher, one of Irelandõs most spectacular sights. On a clear day, the views are tremendous.  
The Burren is a strange and unique region in Europe. òBurrenó means òlarge stonesó: in 
fact its name describes this impressive scenery perfectly well.  You will also discover the 
testimonies of its rich history thanks to countless castles and monastic ruins.  Visit 
Corcomroe Abbey, picturesquely sited among the grey hills of the Burren , close to Bell 
Harbour.  It is best known for its lonely situation, lying close to another interesting 
monastic settlement, a group of three small early Christian Churches which are dedicated 
to St. Colman.  Then it is off to Galway for Welcome Dinner and overnight. 
 
Galway is picturesquely situated at the northeast end of Galway Bay, at the point where the short tidal 
River Corrib, coming from Lough Corrib, pours its abundant flow of water into the Atlantic.  Galway is 
the see of the diocese of Galway county, and has a university (part of the National University of Ireland), in 
which much of the teaching is in Irish.  With its narrow streets, old stone and wooden shop fronts, good 
restaurants and bustling pubs, it is one of Europe‟s fastest growing cities and ranks fourth in size in 
Ireland, after Dublin, Cork and Limerick. 
 
Day 3  Galway (B,D) 
The Eucharistic Congress logo reminds us of people “from every nation, race, tribe, and language  (Rev. 7:9) 
being drawn together in Communion as „One Body” formed by faith in the person of Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of God, and the sacrifice he made upon the cross.  (www.iec2012.ie Congress Logo) 
 

Enjoy a tour of Galway including the modern Cathedral, Salmon Wier Bridge, Collegiate of 
St. Nicholas of Myra (built in 1320), Lynch window (from which the English language 
received the word lynch or hang), continue along Shop Street where there is evidence of 
the splendor of the rich merchants houses during the time they controlled the city.  Then it 
is on to Eyre Square the center of Galway City.  Entrance is included to Galway Cathedral, 
one of the largest and most impressive buildings in Galway.  Evening dinner and 
overnight.  Possible concert as part of the American Celebration of Music in Ireland. 
 
Day 4  Galway / Connemara / Knock / Sligo (B,D) 
The faithful departed are not just people who have died and for whom we might grieve “like the pagans do” 
(1 Thess.4:13).  They are people who, because they were nourished by the Eucharist, will live forever (Jn.6). 
 

Today enjoy a tour of Connemara.  Connemara, is a land of lakes and rivers, bogs and 
mountains. A land of small villages where Gaelic is still the spoken language and where 
little has changed little since the beginning of time.  



 

 

 

 

 
It is without a doubt the wildest and the most romantic part of Ireland.  Visit Kylemore 
Abbey.  Today, the abbey is home to the Irish order of Benedictine nuns. They bought the 
house in 1920, having fled their convent in war-torn Belgium in 1914. Facilities at 
Kylemore include a visitor centre, an exhibition housed in the main reception rooms of the 
house and a video which takes the visitor through the history of the house and its 
occupants.  Transfer to Knock for a visit to the Shrine.  This little town is an important 
pilgrimage centre and has been famous for over a century as the site of visions, apparitions, 
and miraculous cures. The story of Knock began on the 21st August 1879 when Our Lady, 
St. Joseph and St. John the Evangelist appeared at the south gable of Knock Parish 
Church. Fifteen people, young and old witnessed the apparition.  Continue to Sligo for 
dinner and overnight. 
 
Day 5  Sligo (B,D) 
God is a communion of life and love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We are constantly being drawn into 
that communion of love by God‟s action.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1244) 
 

Today experience the romance and mystery of Inishmurrray Island. This is an enchanted 
place that calls to mind visions of offshore islands shrouded in romance and mystery, 
repositories of culture and customs lost and gone forever on the more accessible mainland. 
St Molaise founded a Christian Monastery on Inishmurray in the 6th century, the remains 
of which are remarkably intact to this day. This remote and mystical island, four miles from 
the coast of Sligo, excels all others for its state of preservation as an early Christian site, for 
its wild scenery and as a wildlife sanctuary.  Return to the mainland for dinner and 
overnight.  Possible concert as part of the American Celebration of Music in Ireland. 
 
Day 6  Sligo / Dublin (B,D) 
The Eucharist is the memorial of Christ‟s death AND resurrection.  As such, it does not just look back 
to a historical event, but also looks forward to the ultimate end of our humanity.  (www.iec2012.ie 
Congress Themes) 
 

Transfer to Dublin   Enjoy a panoramic tour of Dublinõs highlights including St. Stephenõs 
Green, South Bank, College Green, Merrion Square, Liffey Footbridges, Grafton Street, 
Temple Bar, OõConnell Street, Phoenix Park, Trinity College (housing the Book of Kells, 
which dates from AD 800), etc.  Entrance is included to the Mercy International Center.  
The original House of Mercy was built by Catherine McAuley (founder of the Sisters of 
Mercy) on Baggot Street, Dublin, in 1824. Its architecture reflects the Georgian influence 
on what was the second city of the then British Empire. It was fully restored in 1994 and 
was opened to the public by President of Ireland, Mary Robinson. It became the 
international centre for the Sisters of Mercy. It now represents the organizationõs origins, 
its important historical links with the past, and its activities in communities around the 
world. More significantly it retains so much of the spirit of the Sisters of Mercy and their 
great efforts to bring solace to the poor and sick.  Possible concert as part of the 
American Celebration of Music in Ireland.  Evening dinner and overnight. 
 
Dublin is Ireland‟s capital and its largest, most cosmopolitan city. It wasn‟t before the Viking raids of the 
9th century that Dublin was fully established. The „boom years‟ came in the 18th century and the city 
expanded across the river forming a new Dublin of stately squares, streets and Georgian mansions. Today, 
with its elegant Georgian streets, gregarious inhabitants and over one thousand years of history, it‟s little 
wonder Dublin is a city of writers. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Day 7  Dublin (B,D) 
The Eucharist is a central ministry of priests and it is by means of the Eucharist that “they are in 
communion with Christ the head, and leading others into this communion.”  (Ad Gentes, 39) 
 

Today enjoy the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of cultural programs, lectures, 
and workshops as part of the Eucharistic Congress.  Unique experiences of shared prayer 
will deepen oneõs Eucharistic spirituality. The entire pilgrimage has been building to this 
rich experience of shared faith and worship with the universal Church.  Evening dinner 
and overnight. 
 
Day 8  Dublin (B,D) 
The Eucharist which every week gathers Christians together as God‟s family around the table of the Word 
and the Bread of Life, is also the most natural antidote to dispersion.  It is a privileged place where 
communion is ceaselessly proclaimed and nurtured. (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 36, also 43-45) 
 

Enjoy a full-day taking part in the Eucharistic Congress events.  Evening Farewell Dinner 
and overnight. 
 
Day 9  Depart for home (B) 
It is Jesus who invites us to participate in the Eucharist as a mark of His love.  It is His Word that we 
listen to in the Gospel.  It is His Body and Blood that we receive.  It is in His name that we are sent out! 
(www.iec2012 Congress Themes) 
 

Transfer to Dublinõs International Airport for return flight.  Arrive home in the evening of 
the same day. 
 

 


